
May God defend the cause of the
children of the world “and

crush the oppressors” (Ps. 72:4).
I have been fighting human traf-

ficking since 2004, but it was after I
retired in early 2009 from a 30-year
career as a legal administrative assis-
tant that I felt the Lord easing me
into a repurposed retirement life.
That prompting came in August 2011
when I was volunteering at a small
after-school ministry in a neighbor-
hood just east of downtown Indi-
anapolis. In that neighborhood, more
children live at or below the U.S.
poverty level than in any other Indi-
ana neighborhood.   

Another volunteer and I were
assigned playground duty, caring for
about 12 children. One day, I was
particularly interested in a group of
three girls playing with their Barbie
dolls under a large, flowering bush.
They reminded me so much of my
two young granddaughters. Suddenly,
there was a ruckus on the other side
of the playground and my colleague
and I glanced away for just a
moment; when we turned back, one
of the little girls was missing. We
looked everywhere, asked everyone,
to no avail. She was missing. Several
months later, we learned that her 14-
year-old cousin had taken her and
sold her to a pimp for $1,200. Tamika
was nine years old. She has never
been found. We believe she was traf-
ficked out of state.  

remembering Tamika,
restoring girls

After praying, meditating, discerning
and asking a lot of questions, I
decided I had to do something about
this very real horror in our society.
The problem of human trafficking

continues to grow at a rapid pace. In
February 2012, I founded the Ecu-
menical Women’s Coalition against
Human Trafficking, which focuses on
the issue of sex trafficking and the res-
cue of young girls. My goal is to build
safe houses where trafficked girls can

come to be renewed, restored and one
day reintegrated into society as
healthy, contributing adults.

Many have said this is a guilt trip
for me, but I am way past guilt. This
work is an effort on my part to keep
the memory of Tamika alive and to
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Inhabiting Eden:
Christians, the Bible,
and the Ecological
Crisis
By Patricia K. Tull
Louisville, KY:
Westminster John
Knox, 2013
ISBN-10:
0664233333

ISBN-13: 978-0-664-23333-4

“Every generation faces challenges for
which our upbringing has not directly
prepared us.” And sadly, our generation
has not been spared! Our beautiful
planet and its inhabitants are groaning
under the pressure of accommodating
human needs and desires. The result-
ing ecological crises are ours—and
our children and our children’s chil-
dren—to solve. But where (and why)
to begin?

Patricia Tull, whom Presbyterian
women will remember as the author
of the Horizons Bible study on Esther,
offers this resource for Christians who
are thinking about what it means to
live in God’s promised abundance in a
world where the good life is depicted
as having it all. She offers lots of food
for thought in an approachable, very
informed, gentle way. Each chapter is
informed by scripture, science and
personal observation and concludes
with questions to stimulate thought
and discussion.

Presbyterian women appreciate the
merits of field testing, and I was privi-
leged to serve on the field testing
group for this resource. I witnessed
firsthand this author’s need to “get it
right” and her resolve to use her many
talents to heal this Eden we call home.

—Carissa Herold
Clarksville, IN

A Little Book for New
Theologians
By Kelly M. Kapic
Downers Grove, IL:
IVP Academic,
2012 
ISBN-10:
0830839755 

ISBN-13: 978-
0830839759

This short primer will help even the
most self-doubting Christian see him-
or herself as a theologian. Kelly Kapic
reassures readers that “Theology is not
reserved for those in the academy; it is
an aspect of thought and conversation
for all who live and breathe, who
wrestle and fear, who hope and pray”
(15–16). Moving on to detail the tools
and mindsets needed for theological
reflection, the author reframes and
focuses general musings on God into
theological cornerstones. The book
concludes with an index full of refer-
ences to notable theologians as well as
a detailed scriptural index.

Under the North Star
By Mollie, Henry
and David Greist
Monticello, IN:
White County
Historical 
Society, 2013
ISBN-10:

194052802X 
ISBN-13: 978-1940528021

Mollie Greist’s 45th year was filled
with upheaval. A surgical nurse, she
had little time to help her surgeon
husband run their private hospital in
Monticello, Indiana.  Nor could she
aid with the care of her sick mother
and father. Her constant care was for
her 12-year-old son who was dying of

tuberculosis of the spine.  And, in the
midst of that year, Mollie discovered
she was pregnant.  When her husband
showed her an invitation for them to
become medical missionaries for the
Presbyterian Church, it was beyond
her consideration, and he had to turn
the church down.

Two years later, when Mollie’s
mother and older son were dead, and
her then-baby was now a two-year-
old son, Dr. Greist gave a different
response to an invitation to serve as a
medical missionary. And so, against her
quiet will in 1920, Mollie accompa-
nied her husband into the Arctic with
little knowledge of this frozen and
hazardous world.

Her adaptations, bonding with the
Eskimo women, raising her child,
keeping house and serving as a nurse
in Point Barrow, Alaska, 300+ miles
above the tree line, are all part of this
true story. This book is the compila-
tion of the manuscripts of Mollie and
Dr. Greist, paired with comments
from their son, David, all told as they
remembered their 17 years in Alaska.

—Sandy Uland Taylor
Monticello, IN

Armchair Theologian
Series
Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John
Knox, 2002–2013

This (currently) 14–vol-
ume series offers short, reader-friendly,
lightly-illustrated introductions to
some of the most important names in
theology. In 2013, published volumes
included installments dedicated to
John Knox and to liberation theology.
This series is a wonderful introduction
to theological conversation in the
Reformed tradition. 

Pages Worth Turning
t t t

Ending Trafficking of Young Girls
t t t

by l. naDIne hIll

Top: nadine hill (center) and two ChristCare sisters, Jo ann
Trancik (left) and Laura menchhofer (right), host trunk shows to
raise funds for ecumenical Women’s Coalition against human
Trafficking.  bottom: Trunk shows feature sale items from the
Center for global impact and Partners for Just Trade, a fair trade
marketplace supported by many PW groups and PC(usa)
congregations.  
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debbieparis
Typewritten Text

debbieparis
Text Box
This article originally appeared in the January/February 2014 issue of Horizons, the magazine for Presbyterian Women, 
and is reprinted with permission. To learn more or subscribe, 
visit www.pcusa.org/horizons or call 866/802-3635.



Go to the PC(USA) Human Trafficking Roundtable’s website to learn
more about human trafficking and download a toolkit for education and
action: www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/human-trafficking.

Support the work of On Eagle’s Wing Ministries, a North Carolina
shelter for young women who have escaped trafficking. This project was
one that USA Mission Experience participants learned about during their

trip and identified as a project for ongoing support. Send your donation to On Eagle’s Wings Ministries, PO Box
9737, Asheville, NC 28815. Learn more on the insert of September/October 2013 issue of Horizons or by visiting
www.oewm.net. 
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Unite to End Violence Against Women
t t t

by meagan manaS

By now you may have noticed
people wearing orange ribbons

on their lapels on the 25th of the
month. Perhaps you have seen an
announcement on PW’s Facebook
page or a picture of the director of
the Presbyterian Ministry to the
United Nations, Mark Koenig,
decked out in orange. Wondering
what all the fuss is about?

The United Nations’ Secretary-
General’s UNiTE to End Violence
against Women campaign proclaims
the 25th of every month as Orange
Day! Initiated and led by the UNiTE
campaign’s Global Youth Network,
the action strives to highlight the
issue of violence against women and
girls, not only once a year, on
November 25 (International Day for
the Elimination of Violence against
Women), but on the 25th of every
month. Orange Day aims to spark
worldwide interest and conversation,
highlight the fact that violence
against women and girls is a violation
of human rights and call for its eradi-
cation without reservation, equivoca-
tion or delay. 

one Woman’s story

Presbyterian Women began engaging
the UNiTE campaign after the 2013
UN Commission on the Status of
Women, which highlighted violence
against women in its theme. One
woman, Lori Evans in Lakewood,
New Jersey, took this call to heart.
Here’s how she’s raising awareness

about ending
violence against
women:

“After I
heard about
Orange Days to
End Violence
Against Women,
I went to my
PW at my
church and did
a presentation
and handed out
ribbons. I
placed an article
in our church
newsletter and
bulletin and
placed fliers all
over our church
building. I also
talked to our session. With the sup-
port of my church, I did a five-
minute presentation at the June
presbytery meeting.”

Lori made use of the places where
she already had a voice to lift up the
issue of violence against women. But
she didn’t stop there.

“Then I made arrangements to
talk to someone at the town mayor’s
office. Right now I have approval to
‘paint the town orange’ and get the
word out in our town, urging my
community to join this campaign to
stop violence against women and
girls, and showing support by wear-
ing an orange ribbon. The best part—
it only took me three days!”

use your Voice

Take a minute to think about the
places where you, like Lori, already
have a voice—maybe your PW circle,
your church, your presbytery or
synod, maybe a local school board,
PTA group or other community
organization. Then trust God to sup-
port you as you carry this message
beyond these familiar places, to spread
the word and really make an impact.
Together, we can UNiTE to end vio-
lence against women and girls.

meagan manas is a coordinator at
national council of churches and
former PW staff specialist for justice
and peace. 

help restore trafficked children to
a healthy life. There are very few
safe places for children to go
when rescued from trafficking.
In Indianapolis, where I reside,
children are taken to a shelter for
abused children, processed and
put in the foster care system.
They need much more than 
foster care. Everything has 
been taken from them—their
dignity, their identity, their sense
of self-worth and, many times,
their desire to live. Many return
to prostitution; many do not 
survive. There are few beds 
in the United States for rescued,
sex-trafficked children—boys
and girls. I want to give these
children the opportunity to 
live the life God intended 
for them. 

I am grateful to an ever-lov-
ing God for giving me this
opportunity, and I praise God
every day for the blessings
bestowed on me for this journey.
We must work together as God’s
hands and feet in the world to
overcome the oppression of human
trafficking.

nadine hill is founder and board
president of ecumenical Women’s
coalition against human Trafficking, a
group based in Indianapolis, Indiana.
She is available to speak to your

group. contact her at hillgrove@
comcast.net or 317/644-1124.

Editor’s note: Safe Harbor laws seek
a shift from treating prostituted chil-
dren as criminals to treating them as
victims of abuse and exploitation at
the hands of their traffickers. Some

Safe Harbor laws establish that
minors under the age of 16 will not
be prosecuted or criminalized for
prostitution. Learn more at
www.polarisproject.org.

People around the world participate in events to
express solidarity and support for the uniTe to
end Violence against Women and girls
campaign. one of the climbers shows support at
the beginning of the three-day trek to the top of
africa’s highest mountain for the uniTe
campaign.

To find out more about what you can do, visit www.pcusa.org/blogs/swords-plowshares/
2013/2/21/orange-your-day-today-october-25
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Here’s What You Can DoT




